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Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck Names New Executive Committee & 

Department Co-Chairs

Ellen Schulhofer & Adam Agron begin two-year term as 

co-managing partners

DENVER – June 5, 2013 – Brownstein Hyatt Farber 

Schreck is pleased to announce that John McDermott has 

been elected and Steven Demby has been re-elected to the 

firm’s Executive Committee. In addition, Richard Benenson

and Eric Burris will serve as co-chairs of the Litigation 

Department and Elizabeth Paulsen will serve as co-chair of 

the firm’s Corporate and Business Department. McDermott, 

Demby, Benenson and Paulsen work in the firm’s Denver 

office, while Burris is based in the firm’s Albuquerque office.

In addition to the Executive Committee and department chair 

elections, Ellen Schulhofer and Adam Agron formally 

began a two-year term as co-managing partners on June 1. 

Former managing partner Bruce James will be returning to 

the full-time practice of law with the firm after 10 years of 

serving as managing partner. Schulhofer and Agron will 

maintain active law practices in their respective offices while 

co-managing the firm. Similar to James, Schulhofer and 

Agron will work closely with Blane Prescott, the firm’s chief 

executive officer, who will continue overseeing much of the 

firm’s business functions.

Schulhofer is a shareholder in the firm’s Las Vegas office 

where she has been serving as that office’s managing 

partner for more than 10 years. In her practice, she assists 

clients in a broad range of corporate and general business 

transactions. She represents public and privately held 

gaming and non-gaming companies, as well as financial 

institutions, investment banks and private equity funds, and 

serves as Nevada counsel in public offerings, financings, 

mergers and acquisitions, restructurings and other complex 

transactions.
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Agron is a shareholder in the firm’s Denver office where he was co-chair of the firm’s Corporate and Business 

Department. In his practice, he represents private equity funds, investment banks, private and public companies, 

sponsors and entrepreneurs in a diverse set of transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, debt and equity 

financings, leveraged and management buyouts and corporate restructurings.

A shareholder in the Denver office and former chair of the firm’s Litigation Department, McDermott has more than 

30 years of experience handling commercial litigation matters, including securities cases. McDermott also 

specializes in corporate governance matters and serves as independent counsel to the boards of directors of a $40 

billion public pension fund and one of the world’s largest engineering firms. McDermott has been recognized by 

Chambers USA, Best Lawyers in America and Colorado Super Lawyers as one of Colorado’s top trial attorneys.

A shareholder in the firm’s Denver office, Demby provides counsel to owners, managers, investors and financiers 

on a wide variety of matters involving the purchase, sale, financing, operation, expansion and consolidation of 

businesses, entities and assets. He has helped structure numerous investment vehicles on behalf of national 

private equity clients, as well as operating partners. Throughout Demby’s extensive career, he has negotiated 

hundreds of deals including several high-profile transactions in excess of several billion dollars. His work focuses 

on energy and renewable energy, telecommunications and real estate industries, as well as public-private 

partnerships.

Benenson, a shareholder in the firm’s Denver office, is highly regarded for his track record defending companies 

in commercial and complex litigation, antitrust, consumer protection, business torts, class actions and securities 

matters. He also regularly defends officers and directors in shareholder/investor claims of wrongful conduct and 

breach of fiduciary duty. He represents clients in financial services, real estate, manufacturing, healthcare, 

technology, supplement/nutrition, mortgage foreclosure, telecommunications and energy industries.

Burris, a shareholder in the firm’s Albuquerque office, has more than 25 years of experience in complex civil 

litigation, primarily as defense counsel in matters that include commercial litigation issues, economic torts, 

intellectual property, employment and labor issues, complex/mass torts, products liability and other personal injury 

disputes. His extensive litigation experience has included cases and claims throughout the state of New Mexico, 

and he has been retained to oversee claims in Texas, Colorado, Arizona, California, Nevada and Washington.

As a shareholder in the Denver office, Paulsen’s practice concentrates on the areas of joint ventures, mergers and 

acquisitions and general corporate matters. She has extensive experience representing public and private 

companies, private equity funds, sponsors and entrepreneurs in a wide range of transactions, with a particular 

focus on negotiating complex joint venture arrangements across numerous industries. In recent transactions, 

Paulsen has represented both foreign operators of online gaming platforms, as well as operators of U.S.-based 

brick-and-mortar casinos in high-profile joint venture agreements in the emerging U.S. online gaming industry.

Maintaining leadership positions are: Janna Day (managing partner of the Phoenix office), Mike Feeley (co-chair of 

the Government Relations Department), Rob Kaufmann (co-chair of the Real Estate Department), Mark Mathews 
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(co-chair of the Natural Resources Department), Gino Maurelli (co-chair of the Corporate & Business Department), 

Al Mottur (co-chair of the Government Relations Department and managing partner of the Washington, D.C., 

office), Rob Saperstein (co-chair of the Natural Resources Department and managing partner of the California 

offices), Ana Tenzer (co-chair of the Real Estate Department) and Tim Van Valen (managing partner of the 

Albuquerque office).

About Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck:

Founded in 1968, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck practices in the areas of real estate, natural 

resources, public policy, corporate and litigation. With 250 attorneys and legislative consultants in offices 

across the western U.S. and in Washington, D.C., the firm works in industries ranging from energy and 

clean tech, real estate, private equity, water resources, gaming and hospitality. For more information 

about Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, visit www.bhfs.com.
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